MD iMap Dataset Fact Sheet

	Identification Information

	Title
	Ocean Depth 2500 m

	Abstract
	This dataset is a derivative of a bathymetry dataset. Bathymetry for Chesapeake Bay and Coastal Bays was derived from two hundred ninety-seven surveys containing 3,178,509 soundings. Thirty-five older, less accurate, overlapping surveys were entirely omitted before tinning. Partial overlap from other older, less accurate surveys was also omitted prior to tinning. The surveys used dated from 1859 to 1993. Thirty-six surveys dated from 1859 to 1918, thirty-seven from the 1930s, ninety-one from the 1940s, sixty- six from the 1950s, twenty-five from the 1960s, twenty-four from the 1970s, fourteen from the 1980s, and four from the 1990s. The total range of sounding data was 3.7 meters to -50.4 meters at mean low water. Mean high water values between 0.2 and 1.2 meters were assigned to the shoreline. Fifteen points were found that were not consistent with the surrounding data and were removed prior to tinning. DEM grid values outside the shoreline (on land) were assigned null values (-32676).



	Purpose
	Bathymetric DEM's can be used as layers in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) for earth science analysis. DEM's can also serve as tools for volumetric analysis, for site location of structures, or for drainage basin delineation. The source soundings are collected by the NOS Office of Coast Survey (OCS).



	Authority
	National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration-

Nation Ocean Service

	ISO Topic Category
	Ocean

	Contact Information

	Contact Organization
	Maryland Department of Resources

	Contact Person
	Chris Cortina

	Contact Voice Telephone
	410-260-8774

	Contact Electronic Mail Address
	CCortina@dnr.state.md.us

	General Information

	Progress
	Complete

	Maintenance and Update Frequency
	Irregularly

	Currentness Reference
	19980606

	Access Constraints
	Not to be used for Navigation. Acknowledgment of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration-

Nation Ocean Service would be appreciated in products derived from these data. The datum for these bathymetric DEMs is not the same as that used by the US Geological survey (USGS) for land based DEMs which results in a

discontinuity if the two datasets are merged together. Moreover, the shoreline for the USGS DEMs is indeterminate and not the same as that used for the Bathymetric DEMs. The data within the bathymetry file is floating point. When using the data within a GIS care must be taken to ensure that the data are being read as floating point and not integer data.
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	Use Constraints
	For Maryland DNR Use Only

	Source Scale Denominator
	

	Data Model
	

	Geodatabase
	

	Application(s)
	Web Applications

	Reference(s)
	

	Comments
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